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SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0061 

(916) 319-2061 
FAX (916) 319-2161 

August 22, 2023 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 

State Capitol, First Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

�ssrmhlu 
<futlifnrnht �rgislafurr 

TINA S. McKINNOR 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SlXTY-FIRST DISTRJCT 

Re: Support for State of California Scientists 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
ONE W. MANCHESTER BOULEVARD, SUITE 601 

INGLEWOOD, CA 90301 
(310) 412-6400 

FAX (310) 412-6354 

I write on behalf of the nearly 5,000 State Scientists in the California Civil Service, represented by the 
California Association of Professional Scientists (CAPS), to ask for your support by directing your 

representatives to negotiate in good faith to reach a new contract that provides the competitive salaries 

and benefits necessary to ensure that California can recruit and retain scientists to continue successfully 

protecting public health, the environment, and California's natural resources. 

CAPS State Scientists protect the public from life-threatening diseases, safeguard our wildlife and 

abundant natural resources, ensure the safety of our food, and protect our air and water from toxic waste 
pollution. 

· · · · 

Yet California's experienced State Scientists are creeping ever closer to retirement age, as a whole, and 

their ctment salaries help tip the scales toward encouraging experienced scientists to seek employment 
at the local, county, or federal level, or in the private sector. What's more is current retention data, 
produced by the State, suggests that new scientists leave within 5 years. Science takes time - 5 years is 

the minimum retention rate for scientists to become expe1is in their programs. This will hurt California, 

as the projects and polices that are overseen by State Scientists are unable to keep up with the turnover 

rate. 

CAPS is comprised of highly trained scientists in a variety of disciplines - made up of Biologists, 
Chemists, Epidemiologists, Toxicologists, Research Scientists, and many more. Without competitive 
compensation packages for these scientific experts, California will no longer hold the leading edge, and 
our public will suffer for the dearth of scientific expertise. Please consider concrete ways to address the 

salary disparities that exist for these State Scientists. 

Thank you for your time. Please do not hesitate to contact the CAPS headquarters at (916)441-2629 or 

email toppin@capsscientists.org. 

TINA MCKINNOR 

Assemblymember 
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__________________________________ 
BLANCA RUBIO 

__________________________________ 
THOMAS UMBERG 

__________________________________ 
ASH KALRA 

__________________________________ 
KEVIN MCCARTY 

__________________________________ 
JOSH NEWMAN 

__________________________________ 
HEATH FLORA 

__________________________________ 
LISA CALDERON 

__________________________________ 
DAVE CORTESE 

__________________________________ 
EVAN LOW 

__________________________________ 
JOAQUIN ARAMBULA 

__________________________________ 
MIGUEL SANTIAGO 

__________________________________ 
SABRINA CERVANTES 

__________________________________ 
ALEX LEE 

__________________________________ 
JUAN CARRILLO 

__________________________________ 
MARIA ELENA DURAZO 

__________________________________ 
STEVEN BRADFORD 

__________________________________ 
CAROLINE MENJIVAR 

__________________________________ 
LUZ RIVAS 

__________________________________ 
SHARON QUIRK-SILVA 

__________________________________ 
BRIAN MAIENSCHEIN 
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__________________________________ 
MIKE GIPSON 

__________________________________ 
SCOTT WIENER 

__________________________________ 
CHRIS WARD 

__________________________________ 
GREGG HART 

__________________________________ 
DAWN ADDIS 

__________________________________ 
MIKE FONG 

__________________________________ 
PHILIP TING 

__________________________________ 
CHRIS HOLDEN 

__________________________________ 
COREY JACKSON 

__________________________________ 
JESSE GABRIEL 

__________________________________ 
RICK CHAVEZ ZBUR 

__________________________________ 
TASHA BOERNER 

__________________________________ 
MATT HANEY 

__________________________________ 
DIANE PAPAN 

__________________________________ 
REGINALD BYRON JONES-SAWYER 

__________________________________ 
AKILAH WEBER 

__________________________________ 
FREDDIE RODRIGUEZ 

__________________________________ 
ANTHONY RENDON 

__________________________________ 
WENDY CARRILLO 

__________________________________ 
GAIL PELLERIN 
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__________________________________ 
JOHN LAIRD 

 

__________________________________ 
ESMERALDA SORIA 

 

__________________________________ 
JIM WOOD 

 

__________________________________ 
LAURA FREIDMAN 

 

__________________________________ 
DAMON CONNOLLY 
 

__________________________________ 
LIZ ORTEGA 
 

__________________________________ 
AL MURATSUCHI 
 

__________________________________ 
PILAR SCHIAVO 
 

__________________________________ 
ELOISE REYES 

 
__________________________________ 
ANGELIQUE ASHBY 

 

 




