April 21, 2017

Dear California Association of Professional Scientists (CAPS),

We the undersigned are career state scientists working for California Department of Public Health,
Vector-Borne Disease Section (VBDS). The mission of VBDS is to lead prevention, environmental
surveillance, and epidemiological assessment of vector-borne diseases (infectious agents transmitted
to humans from vertebrate and invertebrate animals) in California. Working closely with State and local
partners, VBDS Public Health Biologists (PHBs) play a critical role in protecting the public from emerging,
and often deadly, vector-borne diseases such as hantavirus, West Nile virus, Lyme disease, tick-borne
relapsing fever, plague, Chikungunya, and Zika. PHBs require highly technical knowledge and abilities
and routinely expose themselves to health hazards during field and laboratory activities.

We are regularly called upon as technical and subject matter experts to provide consultation and training
to local, state, and federal agency personnel on vector-borne disease prevention, surveillance, and
control. We are active throughout California in presenting research and surveillance findings to
government agencies, at professional meetings, and regularly publish significant findings in peer-
reviewed journals (see APPENDIX). Additionally, PHBs conduct highly technical field surveillance, which
requires the use of safety suits, positive-pressure respirators, and decontamination practices equivalent
to a biological safety level 3 to perform duties in a safe and effective manner. Since many vector-borne
disease pathogens, such as plague and tularemia, are categorized as bioterrorism Category A agents, we
must have the expertise to safely conduct our work/projects to understand the distribution and
determinants of vector-borne disease threats. The specialized skills, analysis of surveillance data, and
applied research collaborations, which have statewide scope and policy implications, warrant the inclusion
of PHBs into the reclassification of Research Scientist.

We understand that CalHR recently resumed the reclassification project that was originally initiated in
2014, but was subsequently abandoned by CalHR n 2015. In the recent iteration of the Research Scientist
classification proposed by CalHR (April 7, 2017), PHBs were not included i the consolidation. This omission
5 notable and troubling since PHBs conduct work that is comparable to work performed by Research
Scientists. PHBs must have a thorough understanding of the complex nature of vector-borne diseases,
including a working biological knowledge of a broad spectrum of arthropods, mammals, birds, reptiles,
fish, and bacterial and viral pathogens. PHBs develop, initiate, and conduct applied research projects,
laboratory projects and other technical evaluations independently and in collaboration with Research
Scientists (Microbiological Sciences) and Public Health Microbiologists from state laboratories, federal
government scientists, and university academics, among others. We collect and statistically analyze
data, and draw conclusions on vector-borne disease organisms and ecological systems. Since our
immediate management s comprised of Research Scientists (Epidemiology/Biostatistics), incorporating
PH Bs into the Research Scientist series would allow for both increased retention (less than a 30%
retention rate of PHBs over the last 10 years) and upward mobility within VBDS and within related fields

of CDPH.

CalHR needs to amend its offer to CAPS immediately so that PHBs can be properly reclassified into the
Research Scientist classification. h 2014 and 2015, CAPS worked with PHBs to adopt language within
the Research Scientist classification that would correctly include PHBs. We have the following
suggested additions (underlined below) to CalHR's currently proposed Research Scientist (Biological
Sciences) discipline to include work that PHBs conduct. Any or all of these additions would be



appropriate for including PHBs in the newly structured Research Scientist classification. "Incumbents
conduct, analyze, and draw conclusions from biological research studies, experiments, or investigations
of organisms, their environment, and ecological systems to provide diagnostics and identifications of
organisms of potential agricultural, zoonotic, or environmental Importance in order to safeguard
agriculture, public health, and the environment, and to improve understanding of biodiversity,
agriculture, disease ecology, and the environment." We respectfully ask that you share this letter and
our concerns with the appropriate leadership in Sacramento. Your immediate action can make the

essential difference in furthering the scientific impact of work conducted by PHBs at CDPH, and more
importantly helping to protect the health of all Californians.

Sincerety,
See signature page - page 3

Public Health Biologists
California Department of Public Health
Vector-Borne Disease Section

Attachments
Signature page - page 3.
APPENDIX: Peer-reviewed publications authored or co-authored by PHBs (in bold) - pages 4-6.

cc: Vicki Kramer, PhD, Chief, Vector-Borne Disease Section, CDPH
Susan Davey, Chief, Labor Relations Section, CDPH HR
Pam Manwiller, Deputy Director of Labor Relations, CalHR
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